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CA AB793 and Changes in PET 
Redemption & Recycling Rates

• First bill in US to propose required min. recycled 
content in plastic bottles

• Applies to bottles covered under CRV
• Manufacturers who miss target: penalty fee of 

20¢/lb of PCR fell short 
• Some specific discretion allowed 

• Reclaimers required to report weight & resin type 
of empty plastic CRV bottles collected and sold per 
year to CalRecycle

• Governor Newsom signed the bill into law on 
9/24/2020

15% min. recycled content by 2022

25% by 2025

50% by 2030



California Loses 52% of Redemption Centers from 2013 to 2020; 
1,335 Fewer Centers than in 2013
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Beverage Containers Returned - Selected Counties (CY 2019)

Counties

Containers Returned 
Total, per Capita 
(Redemption + 

Recycling)

Redemption 
Center 

Containers 
per Capita

Curbside and 
Dropoff 

Containers 
per Capita

Selected Southern and Central California -
Kern, Los Angeles, Tulare 580 552 28

Selected Northern California Counties -
Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara 321 230 90

Difference 259 322 -62



Scrap Values Trending Down Since 2012: All 
Three Major Container Materials
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California Packaged Beverage (CRV) Sales, 2019 vs. 2020



California CRV Returns (Redemption + C/S recycling), 
2019 vs. 2020
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